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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Middlemarch Environmental Ltd was commissioned by Parkhurst Road Limited to carry out an initial 

ecological appraisal at the site of a proposed development off Parkhurst Road in London. To fulfil this brief an 

ecological desk study and Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey were undertaken. 

 

The ecological desk study identified one nature conservation site with statutory protection and seven nature 

conservation sites with non-statutory protection within a 1 km radius of the survey area. The desk study 

provided records of protected and notable species including bats, european hedgehog, birds, reptiles, 

amphibians, invertebrates and plants. 

 

The Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey was undertaken on 16th September by Sara Rodriguez, Ecological 

Project Officer, and Eva Ros Mangrinan, Ecological Project Officer. At the time of the survey, the site 

predominantly comprised building and hardstanding. There were also present some scattered broadleaved 

trees along the northern side and sections of bare ground with gravelly substrate along some sections of the 

eastern, northern and eastern boundaries of the site. Walls and fences bordered the site. 

 
The key ecological features on site in relation to the works proposed are the semi-mature scattered trees as 

these are of value and cannot be readily replaced if removed. They also provide suitable nesting habitat for 

birds and foraging opportunities for bats. The buildings have features which could potentially support roosting 

bats.  

 

In order to ensure compliance with wildlife legislation and relevant planning policy, the following 

recommendations have been made: 

 

• Bats: All recommendations made within Initial Bat Survey RT-MME-115349-02 should be followed.     

• Mammals: Any excavations that need to be left overnight should be covered or fitted with mammal 

ramps to ensure that any animals that enter can safely escape.  

• Nesting Birds: Vegetation clearance should be undertaken outside the nesting bird season.  The 

nesting bird season is weather dependent but generally extends between March and September 

inclusive.  If this is not possible then any vegetation that is to be removed or disturbed should be 

checked by an experienced ecologist for nesting birds immediately prior to works commencing.  If 

birds are found to be nesting any works which may affect them would have to be delayed until the 

young have fledged and the nest has been abandoned naturally 

 

Recommendations regarding habitat enhancement and the protection of habitats and trees have also been 

made in Section 6.2. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND  
In September 2013 Parkhurst Road Limited commissioned Middlemarch Environmental Ltd to undertake an 

initial ecological appraisal of the site of a proposed development at Parkhurst Road in London. It is 

understood that the proposed development of the site is the demolition of existing buildings and erection of 

new buildings rising to part 4, 5, 6 and 7 storeys (including a basement on part of the site), to deliver 150 new 

residential homes (use class C3) in a mix of unit sizes and tenures, together with associated cycle parking, 

accessible car parking, highways, soft landscaping and infrastructure works. 

 

Middlemarch Environmental Ltd was also commissioned to undertake the following reports and the results of 

are detailed in: 

 
• Bat Survey, Report Number RT-MME-115349-02 Rev A. 

• Code for Sustainable Homes Ecological Assessment, Report Number RT-MME-115349-03. 

• Arboricultural Survey, Report Number RTMME-115349-04. 

 

To fulfil the above brief to assess the existing ecological interest of the site, a desk study and an Extended 

Phase 1 Habitat Survey were undertaken on 16th September 2013. 

 
1.2 SITE DESCRIPTION 
The site is located off Parkhurst Road in London and is centred at National Grid Reference TQ 303 859. The 

study site covers an area of approximately 0.58 ha and is irregular in shape. It is situated in a residential area 

and it is bordered by Parkhurst Road to the south and principally by residential properties and gardens to the 

remaining sides. 

 

At the time of the survey, the site was dominated by large areas of hardstanding with buildings towards the 

boundaries. A number of mature trees including Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and Sycamore (Acer 

pseudoplatanus) were present along the northern and north-eastern edges of the study area.  
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2. METHODOLOGIES 
 
2.1 DESK STUDY 
A desk study was undertaken to determine the presence of any designated nature conservation sites and 

protected species that have been recorded within a 1 km radius of the site. This involved contacting appropriate 

statutory and non-statutory organisations which hold ecological data relating to the survey area. Middlemarch 

Environmental Ltd then assimilated and reviewed the desk study data provided by these organisations.  

 

The consultees for the Desk Study were: 

• Natural England - MAGIC website for statutory conservation sites; 

• London Biodiversity Partnership; and 

• National Biodiversity Network Gateway website. 

 

The data collected from these consultees is discussed in Section 3.  Selected data are provided in Appendix 

1.  Data from Greenspace Information for Greater London can be provided upon request. 

 
2.2 EXTENDED PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY 
An Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey was conducted following the methodology of the Joint Nature 

Conservation Committee (JNCC, 2010) and the Institute of Environmental Assessment (IEA, 1995).  Phase 1 

Habitat Survey is a standard technique for classifying and mapping British habitats.  The aim is to provide a 

record of habitats that are present on site.  During the survey, the presence, or potential presence, of protected 

species was noted.  Data recorded during the field survey is discussed in Section 4. 

 

Whilst every effort is made to notify the client of any plant species listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act (1981, as amended) present on site, it should be noted that this is not a specific survey for 

these species. 

 

 



65-69 Parkhurst Road, London   RT-MME-115349-01 Rev A 
Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey  
    
 

Middlemarch Environmental Ltd.  Page 7 

3. DESK STUDY RESULTS 
 

3.1 INTRODUCTION 
All relevant ecological data provided by the consultees was reviewed and the results from these 

investigations are summarised below in Sections 3.2 and 3.3.  Selected data is provided in Appendix 1. 

 

3.2 NATURE CONSERVATION SITES 
Reference to the Multi Agency Geographical Information for the Countryside (MAGIC) website and the local 

biodiversity information indicates that one nature conservation sites with statutory protection and seven 

nature conservation sites with non-statutory protection occur within a 1 km radius of the survey area. These 

sites are summarised in Table 3.1. 

 

Site Name Designation Proximity to 
Survey Area Description 

UK Statutory Sites 

Gillespie Park LNR, SINC 975 m east 

The site is divided into two distinct areas. The lower 
level is a mix of small woodlands, scrub, meadows 
and a pond. The upper level is mainly grassland 
with patches of scrub and two wetlands areas.  

Non-statutory Sites 

Tufnell Park Primary School 
Gardens SLINC 400 m south- 

west 

The site is a small nature area. Its centrepiece is a 
well-established, circular pond about 10 m in 
diameter. This contains emergent vegetation with 
frogs Rana temporaria  breeding there. 

Foxham Gardens SLINC 550 m west 

Foxham Gardens is a small park with an abundance 
of native trees and shrubs. A wide, densely-planted 
border along the southern edge is effectively scrub 
habitat and provides food and shelter for common 
birds and insects. This is combined with parkland 
areas of open grass and mature trees.  

Whittington Park SLINC 650 m north-
west 

The site is a park alongside Holloway Road. To the 
west, a small plot of woodland and several native 
species hedgerows provide good cover for birds.   

Holloway Road to Caledonian 
Road Railsides SLINC 875 m south 

Former wasteland habitat adjacent to the site has 
recently been redeveloped. Areas of ruderal and 
roughland habitats remain support common birds 
and butterflies. 

Upper Holloway Railway 
Cutting SLINC 900 m north 

The site consists of railsides habitats. These include 
sections of birch Betula pendula, ash Fraxinus 
excelsior, oak Quercus sp and elm Ulmus sp., 
bramble Rubus fricuosus agg. scrub and tall 
grassland. A range of common birds is present. 

Isledon Road Railsides SLINC 900 m east Habitats present include roughland, tall grassland 
and buddleia Buddleja daviddi scrub. 

Drayton park Railsides and 
Olden Garden SLINC 950 m east 

The site consists largely of operational railway land, 
but also includes the adjacent Olden Garden. 
Typical railside habitats include roughland, ruderal 
areas and extensive patches of scrub. A small area 
of sycamore Acer pseudoplatnaus woodland is 
present at Drayton Park Station. These support a 
variety of plants and animals.  

Key:  
LNR: Local Nature Reserve  
SLINC: Site of Local Importance for Nature Conservation

Table 3.1: Summary of Nature Conservation Sites 
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3.3 PROTECTED SPECIES 
Table 3.2 provides a summary of protected and notable species records within a 1 km radius of the study area. 

It should be noted that the absence of records should not be taken as confirmation that a species is absent from 

the search area. Bird species which may utilise the site for nesting are considered below. Other species which 

will not be present on site due to absence of suitable habitat have been excluded.  

Species No. of 
Records 

Most 
Recent 
Record 

Proximity of 
Nearest Record 
to Study Area 

Species of 
Principal 

Importance? 
Local 
BAP? Legislation  

Bats 
Unidentified Bat 
Vespertilionidae 6 2008 160 m west *  ECH 4, 

WCA 5, WCA 6 
Unidentified 
Pipistrelle 
Pipistrellus sp. 

3 2008 600 m north-east *  ECH 4, 
WCA 5, WCA 6 

Common pipistrelle 
Pipistrellus 
pipistrellus 

4 2010 975 m east -  ECH 4, 
WCA 5, WCA 6 

Other mammals 
European 
hedgehog 
Erinaceus 
europaeus 

9 2008 350 m west  - WCA 6 

Reptiles 
Grass snake  
Natrix natrix  1 2008 475 m west  - WCA 5 S9(1) 

WCA 5 S9(5) 
Slow worm  
Anguis fragilis   

22 2012 950 m east  - WCA 5 S9(1) 
WCA 5 S9(5) 

Amphibians 
Common frog Rana 
temporaria  26 2009 250 m south - - WCA 5 S9(5) 

Common toad  
Bufo bufo  13 2010 350 m east  - WCA 5 S9(5) 

Smooth newt 
Lissotriton vulgaris 10 2011 850 m west - - WCA 5 S9(5) 

Invertebrates  
Stag beetle 
Lucanus cervus 3 2008 600 m north-east  - ECH 2,  

WCA 5 S9(5)  
Key:  
*: Dependent on species 
ECH 2: Annex II of the European Communities Council Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild 
Fauna and Flora. Animal and plant species of community interest whose conservation requires the designation of 
Special Areas of Conservation.  
ECH 4: Annex IV of the European Communities Council Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild 
Fauna and Flora. Animal and plant species of community interest in need of strict protection.  
WCA 5: Schedule 5 of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Protected animals (other than birds). 
WCA 5 S9(1): Schedule 5 Section 9(1) of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Protected animals 
(other than birds). Protection limited to intentional killing, injury or taking. 
WCA 5 S9(5): Schedule 5 Section 9(5) of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Protected animals 
(other than birds). Protection limited to selling, offering for sale, processing or transporting for purpose of sale, or 
advertising for sale, any live or dead animal, or any part of, or anything derived from, such animal.    
WCA 6: Schedule 6 of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Animals which may not be killed or taken 
by certain methods.  
Species of Principal Importance: Species of principal importance for nature conservation in England. 
Local BAP: Islington Biodiversity Action Plan 
 
Note. These tables do not includes reference to the Berne Convention (Convention on the Conservation of European 
Wildlife and Natural Habitats), the Bonn Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals or the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). 

Table 3.2: Summary of Protected/Notable Species Records Within 1 km Radius of Study Site  

http://www.ukbap.org.uk/PrioritySpeciesdetail.aspx?id=2039
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Birds 

The desk study provided records of bird species of Principal Importance in England including: song thrush 

Turdus philomelos, starling Sturnus vulgaris, house sparrow Passer domesticus, linnet Carduelis cannabina, 

bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula and dunnock Prunella modularis. House sparrow is also listed within the Islington 

Biodiversity Action Plan. 

 
Plants 
Two records of cornflower Centaurea cyanus and one record of tubular water-dropwort Oenanthe fistulosa 

were also identified by the desk study. Both species are considered as species of principal importance for 

nature conservation in England. 

 

Terrestrial invertebrates 
The desk study also provided records of small blue butterfly Cupido minimus, wall butterfly Lasiommata 

megera and cinnabar moth Tyria jacobaeae. These invertebrates are considered as species of principal 

importance for nature conservation in England. 

 

3.4  INVASIVE SPECIES  
Table 3.3 provides a summary of invasive species records within a 1 km radius of the study area.  It should 

be noted that the absence of records should not be taken as confirmation that a species is absent from the 

search area.  

Flora Species No. of 
Records 

Most Recent 
Record 

Proximity of 
Nearest Record to 

Study Area 

Legislation / 
Conservation 

Status 
False-acacia 
Robinia pseudoacacia 24 2010 176 m south LISI 

Cherry laurel 
Prunus laurocerasus 7 2010 239 north west LISI 

Butterfly-bush  
Buddleja davidii 5 2010 301 m south-west LISI 

Cotoneaster 
Cotoneaster sp. 11 2010 434 m south-east LISI 

Tree of heaven  
Ailanthus altissima 6 2010 626 m south-east LISI 

Green alkanet  
Pentaglottis sempervirens 1 2010 670 m south-west LISI 

Snowberry  
Symphoricarpos albus 1 2010 750 m west LISI 

Japanese Knotweed  
Fallopia japonica 2 2010 900 m north-west WCA9, 

LISI 
Goat’s rue 
Galega officinalis 2 2010 955 m east LISI 

Key: 
WCA9: Schedule 9 of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Invasive, non-native, plants and animals. 
LISI: London Invasive Species Initiative 

Table 3.3a: Summary of Invasive Flora Species Records Within 1 km Radius of Study Site 
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Fauna Species No. of 
Records 

Most Recent 
Record 

Proximity of 
Nearest Record to 

Study Area 

Legislation / 
Conservation 

Status 
Ring-necked Parakeet 
Psittacula krameri 1 2009 875 m west WCA9, 

LISI 
Goldfish 
Carassius auratus 4 2010 945 m east LISI 

Key: 
WCA9: Schedule 9 of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Invasive, non-native, plants and animals. 
LISI: London Invasive Species Initiative 

Table 3.3b: Summary of Invasive Fauna Species Records Within 1 km Radius of Study Site 
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4. EXTENDED PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY 
 

4.1 INTRODUCTION 
The results of the Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey are presented in Section 4.2.  An annotated Extended 

Phase 1 Habitat Survey Drawing (Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Drawing C115349-01-01) is attached in 

Appendix 2.  This drawing illustrates the location and extent of all habitat types recorded on site. Any notable 

features or features too small to map are detailed using target notes. 

 

The survey was carried out on 16th September 2013 by Sara Rodriguez (Ecological Project Officer) and Eva 

Ros Mangrinan (Ecological Project Officer). Table 4.1 details the weather conditions at the time of the survey. 

 

Parameter Condition 
Temperature (ºC) 15 

Cloud (%) 60 
Wind (Beaufort) F2-3 

Precipitation Dry 
Table 4.1: Weather Conditions During Survey Period 

 

 

4.2 SURVEY CONSTRAINTS 
No constraints were experienced during the survey. 

 

4.3 HABITATS 
The following habitat types were recorded on site during the field survey: 

• Bare Ground; 

• Buildings; 

• Fencing; 

• Hardstanding; and, 

• Scattered Broadleaved Trees. 

 

These habitats are described below. They are ordered alphabetically, not in order of ecological importance. 

 
Bare ground 
Bare ground with gravelly substrate was present along some sections of the eastern, northern and eastern 

boundaries of the site. This habitat was becoming colonised by a number of common ruderal species. These 

included: common ragwort Senecio jacobaea, nettle Urtica dioica, clover Trifolium sp, dandelion Taraxacum 

officinale agg., nightshade Solanum sp., annual mercury Mercurialis annua,  dove's-foot crane's-bill 

Geranium molle and herb-robert Geranium robertianum. Two piles of earth (Target Note 1) were located 

within the bare ground habitat located to the west and east of the survey area.  
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Buildings 
The main building comprised adjacent single, two and three storey brick-built structures. Whilst the majority 

of the structures had a flat roof, there were two pitched roof sections with gable ends. All the roof sections 

were covered in felt.  

 

Two single-storey outbuildings with a flat felt roof were recorded on site. Whilst Outbuilding 1 had 

pebbledashed walls, Outbuilding 2 was made of prefabricated panels.  

 
An electrical sub-station comprising a single-storey, brick-built structure with a concrete flat roof covered with 

felt was located to the north-east of the main building 

 
The warehouse comprised a large single-storey structure with a pitched corrugated asbestos roof. The 

eastern elevation contained wooden mobile doors. Corrugated metal walls were present at the remaining of 

the elevations. 

 

A temporary container was located to the north of the warehouse. This comprised a single-storey structure 

with corrugated metal walls and a flat metal roof. 

 

The buildings are described in more detail within the Initial Bat Survey Report RT-MME-115349-02 RevA 

(Middlemarch Environmental Ltd, 2013). 

 

Fences and walls  

Several fences and walls were present delineating the site boundaries. Along the northern, eastern and part 

of the western boundaries there was 1.5 m high brick wall topped with 1 m security fencing. The brickwork 

was generally in good condition however a number of cracks were noted along the eastern section. 

A 3 m brick wall in generally good state of repair was located along the western and part of the southern site 

boundary. Scattered patches of vegetation were present, species including meadow grass Poa sp., nettle 

and butterfly bush Buddleja sp. On the southern section of the survey area, shrubs from the adjoining garden 

were overhanging over the fence, species including jasmine Jasminun officinale, rose Rosa sp. and hawthorn 

Crataegus monogyna. 

 

Steel security fence measuring approximately 2.5 m high was present surrounding the southern section of 

the main building. This fencing did not support any plant species. 

 

Hardstanding 
The survey area was dominated by hardstanding in the form of concrete access road, parking areas and 

footprints of previously demolished industrial units. This habitat was predominantly devoid of vegetation. 
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Scattered broadleaved trees 
Four semi-mature to mature ash trees Fraxinus excelsior were located along the western part of the northern 

boundary, whilst a mature ash and two mature sycamores Acer pseudoplatanus were present on the eastern 

section of such boundary (Target Note 2). Rot holes were noted on three of the ash trees, providing potential 

suitable roosting locations for bats. Please refer to Middlemarch Environmental Initial Bat Survey Report RT-

MME-115349-02 for more detailed descriptions of these trees. 

 

The remaining trees on site appeared to be in good condition, with no rot-holes, woodpecker-holes, split 

limbs, dense ivy cover or areas of delaminated bark noted. 

 
Whilst not on site, the following trees were found to be overhanging the boundaries: a group of young ash 

and elder Sambucus nigra trees in the western boundary of the site, and silver birch Betula pendula above 

the northern boundary. Several early mature ash trees were recorded next to the east boundary 

 

The trees are described in more detail within Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Arboricultural Survey Report 

RT-MME-115349-04. 

 

4.4 FAUNA 
During the survey field signs of faunal species were noted and mapped. The time of year at which the survey 

is undertaken will affect species or field signs directly recorded during the survey. 

 

Evidence of the following faunal species was observed on site: 

 

Mammals 
Fox Vulpes vulpes was recorded on site during the field survey. 

 

Birds 
Mapgie Pica pica and woodpigeon Columba palumbus were recorded on site during the field survey.  

 

Invertebrates 
Seven-spot ladybird Coccinellidae sp. and wasp Vespula vulgaris were recorded on site during the field 

survey. 

 

4.5 INVASIVE SPECIES  
During the survey, patches of butterfly bush were noted along the fencing on the northern boundary. Butterfly 

bush is included on Category 3 (species of high impact or concern which are widespread in London and 

require concerted, coordinated and extensive action to control/eradicate) of the London Invasive Species 

Initiative.  

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&ved=0CDYQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FAcer_pseudoplatanus&ei=FPY6UumqOqLH0QXNzIH4CQ&usg=AFQjCNGctqNpj3LwWUZWFK3oYOyXs7_FYA&bvm=bv.52288139,d.d2k
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5. DISCUSSIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 
 

5.1 SUMMARY OF PROPOSALS 
It is understood that the proposed development of the site is the demolition of the structures and the 

construction of new buildings with associated hard and soft landscaping. The scattered broadleaved trees on 

site will be retained.  

 

5.2 NATURE CONSERVATION SITES  
UK Statutory Sites 
The desk study revealed that one nature conservation site with statutory protection occurs within a 1 km 

radius of the survey area. Gillespie Park ‘Local Nature Reserve and Site of Local Importance for Nature 

Conservation’ is located approximately 975 m east of the survey area. It is likely that the proposed 

development will not directly impact upon this nature conservation site due to its distance from the study area 

and the lack of connectivity between them.  

 
Non-Statutory Sites 

The desk study revealed that seven nature conservation sites with non-statutory protection occur within a 1 

km radius of the survey area. Tufnell Park Primary School ‘Site of Local Importance for Nature Conservation’ 

is the nearest, located 400 m south-west of the survey area.  No impact upon this or any of the others nature 

conservation sites identified is anticipated due to the confined nature of the proposed works and the built-up 

nature of the intervening habitats which means there is no direct connectivity to site. 

 

5.3 HABITATS 
The ecological importance of the habitats present on site is determined by their presence on the list of 

Habitats of Principal Importance in England and on the Local BAP.  It also takes into account the intrinsic 

value of the habitat e.g. mature trees which cannot easily be replaced.  Those habitats which meet any of 

these criteria and are considered likely to be impacted by the proposals are highlighted as notable 

considerations.  This is summarised in Table 5.1 and further discussed in the text below.  Table 5.1 assesses 

the value of the habitat in its own right and specifically excludes the value associated with its potential to 

support protected or notable species. A discussion of the habitat value in relation to protected or notable 

species can be found in Section 5.4. 

 

Habitat type 
Habitats of 
Principal 

Importance? 
Local BAP? 

Will habitat be 
impacted? Is habitat a notable 

consideration? 

Bare ground - - Yes No 

Building - - Yes No 

Fencing - - Unknown No 

Hardstanding - - Yes No 

Scattered broadleaved trees - - Potentially Yes 

Table 5.1: Summary of Ecological Importance of Habitats on Site 
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Scattered Broadleaved Trees 
A number of semi-mature trees were recorded on the site.  Due to their maturity, these trees are of 

considerable value and cannot be easily replaced if lost.  Therefore, these trees are of notable consideration 

in relation to the proposed development. The proposed layout demonstrates that these trees will be retained 

as a part of the proposals, and as such a recommendation regarding tree protection has been made in 

Section 6.2. 

 

Other Habitats 
The other habitats on site are not habitats of Principal Importance for Nature Conservation in England or 

included on the Local BAP. They do not support any notable floral species and are well represented in the 

local area and can easily be compensated for with suitable mitigation planting and habitat enhancement 

schemes. These habitats may be impacted by the proposed development, but they are not a notable 

consideration. 

 

5.4 PROTECTED/NOTABLE SPECIES 
Table 5.2 and the discussion below consider any species identified within the desk study or where potentially 

suitable habitat is present. 

 

Species / Species Group Suitable Habitats Within Survey Area Could Species be Impacted, if 
Present? 

Bats 
Foraging: Scattered broadleaved trees 
Roosting: Buildings and scattered 
broadleaved trees 

Yes 

Mammals (excluding bats) Negligible Yes 

Birds Scattered broadleaved trees Yes 

Reptiles Earth piles No 

Amphibians Breeding: None 
Terrestrial: Earth piles No 

Invertebrates Scattered broadleaved trees No 

Notable Plants No No 

Table 5.2: Summary of Ecological Importance of Species on Site 
 

Bats 
The desk study provided a number of records of bats within 1 km on site. The closest bat species was 

located 160 m west from the survey area. Scattered broadleaved trees provide some suitable foraging 

habitat for bats and three of the trees present on site had rot holes, features known to provide roosting 

opportunities for bats.  

 

The buildings were noted to have several features which could potentially support roosting bats. It is 

understood buildings will be demolished and therefore may have an impact upon bats species. As a result, 

bats are a notable consideration in relation to the proposed works.  
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An Initial Bat Survey has been carried out (Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report RT-MME-115349-02) and 

all recommendations within this report should be followed. 

 

Mammals (excluding bats) 
The desk study provided one record of European hedgehog within 1 km search area and a fox was seen 

during the field survey. Whilst the site itself contains negligible foraging habitat for mammals, the gardens of 

the adjacent properties provide foraging opportunities for these species and it is likely that these species may 

pass through the site. Therefore, mammals are a notable consideration in relation to the proposed 

development and precautionary recommendations have been made in Section 6.3. 

 

Birds 
Records of a range of bird species of conservation concern were provided by the desk study and a number of 

common bird species were observed on site. Whilst buildings on site do not have suitable features to support 

a variety of nesting birds, the scattered broadleaved trees do have the potential to support them. The 

scattered broadleaved trees will be retained, however it is understood that some trees may be subject to 

pruning works to allow construction of new buildings. If the works are undertaken in the bird nesting season 

there is the potential for impact upon nesting birds, and as such a precautionary recommendation has been 

made in Section 6.3.  

 

Reptiles 
The desk study identified several records of slow worm and one record of grass snake within 1 km of the site. 

The earth piles provide some habitat but this is limited in extent and has no connectivity to other suitable 

habitat for reptiles. Therefore, it is considered unlikely that reptiles will utilise the site. As such, reptiles are 

not a notable consideration in relation to the proposed development. 

 
Amphibians 
The desk study identified several records of common toad, common frog and smooth newt within 1 km of the 

site. The earth piles provide some terrestrial habitat but this is limited in extent and has no connectivity to 

other suitable habitat for amphibians. Therefore, it is considered unlikely that amphibians will utilise the site. 

As such, amphibians are not a notable consideration in relation to the proposed development. 

 

Invertebrates 
The desk study provided ten records of four notable invertebrate species within a 1 km radius of the survey 

area. Stag beetle requires dead woodland, ideally within woodlands in open landscapes. Wall butterfly 

prefers wasteland, meadows and pastures habitats. Small blue butterfly lives in chalk grassland and cinnabar 

moth in wastelands with common ragwort. Although some ragwort was identified on site, this was limited in 

extent and would not be sufficient to support a viable population on its own and therefore it is not a notable 

consideration. The study area does not enclose any of other habitats necessary to support these notable 

invertebrates and therefore is unlikely these invertebrates are present on site.  
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The site was generally built up with hard landscaping and thus, no long-term impact upon invertebrates is 

anticipated as a result of the development. Recommendations regarding habitat enhancement opportunities 

are made in Section 6.2 which would result in the site being enhanced for invertebrates post-development. 

 
Notable Plants 
The desk study provided three records of two plants considered as ‘Species of Principal Importance’ 

However, no notable plant species were recorded on site during the survey and no suitable habitat was 

present on site (cornflower-arable species and tubular water dropwort are present on marshes and pond 

edges). Therefore plants are not a notable consideration in relation to the proposed development. 

 

A summary of legislation relevant to the ecology of the site is included in Appendix 3. 

 

5.5 INVASIVE SPECIES 
The desk study provided ninety-four records of eleven invasive plant species, including: false-acacia, cherry 

laurel, butterfly bush, green alkanet, cotoneaster, tree of heaven, snowberry, Japanese knotweed and goat’s-

rue. The nearest record was located 176 m from the site and the most recent record was from 2010.  

 

Butterfly bush was recorded on site during the field survey and as such, invasive plant species are a notable 

consideration in relation to the proposed development. A recommendation has been made in Section 6.4. 

 

No other invasive plant species were noted during the survey and the survey was undertaken at a suitable time 

of year for all to have been apparent. 

  

The desk study provided five records of two invasive fauna species, including goldfish and ring-necked 

parakeet. The development will not result in the release of these species and therefore they are not a notable 

consideration.   

 

A summary of legislation relevant to the ecology of the site is included in Appendix 3. 
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6. RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

6.1 NATURE CONSERVATION SITES 
There are no recommendations regarding nature conservation sites and the proposed development. 

 
6.2 HABITATS 
The following recommendations are made regarding the habitats present on site: 

 

• Habitat Loss & Enhancement: In accordance with the provision of Chapter 11 of the National 

Planning Policy Framework (Conserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment) and Local 

Planning Policy, a biodiversity enhancement plan should be incorporated into the landscaping 

scheme of any proposed works to maximise the ecological value of the site.This will involve, for 

example: 

o Planting of habitats which will be of value to wildlife, such as: 

 native seed/fruit bearing species; 

 nectar-rich species to attract bees and butterflies; 

 wildflower grassland margins to attract butterfly species; and 

 species which attract night flying insects which will be of value to foraging bats, for 

example: evening primrose Oenothera biennis, goldenrod Solidago virgaurea, 

honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum and fleabane Pulicaria dysenterica. 

o Provision of nesting/roosting habitat, such as installation of nest boxes for species such as 

house sparrow, dense scrub or native thicket for species such as song thrush, and bat boxes 

for species such as pipistrelle. 

o The installation of biodiverse green roofs. Green roof provision will be maximised across all 

of the new buildings on site. 

 

• Trees: Any trees on site, or overhanging the site, which are not to be removed as a part of any 

proposed works should be protected in accordance with British Standard 5837: 2012 "Trees in relation 

to design, demolition and construction - recommendations".  Protection should be installed on site prior 

to the commencement of any works on site.  

 
6.3 PROTECTED / NOTABLE SPECIES  
The following recommendations are made regarding protected species that are potentially present on site: 

 

• Bats: All recommendations made within Initial Bat Survey RT-MME-115349-02 should be followed.   

   

• Mammals: Any excavations that need to be left overnight should be covered or fitted with mammal 

ramps to ensure that any animals that enter can safely escape.  
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• Nesting Birds: To ensure compliance with the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), 

vegetation clearance should be undertaken outside the nesting bird season.  The nesting bird 

season is weather dependent but generally extends between March and September inclusive.  If this 

is not possible then any vegetation that is to be removed or disturbed should be checked by an 

experienced ecologist for nesting birds immediately prior to works commencing.  If birds are found to 

be nesting any works which may affect them would have to be delayed until the young have fledged 

and the nest has been abandoned naturally. 

 

6.4 INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES  

• Butterfly bush: To ensure compliance with the London Invasive Species Initiative (LISI) the works 

must not cause butterfly bush to spread in the wild.  
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APPENDIX 1 
Desk Study Data 

 
The data contained in this appendix is confidential and cannot be reproduced. 
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Local Nature Reserves (England) 
Reference 
1008916 
Name 
GILLESPIE PARK 
Hectares 
3.03 
Hyperlink 
http://www.lnr.naturalengland.org.uk/special/lnr/lnr_details.asp?themeid=1008916 

http://www.lnr.naturalengland.org.uk/special/lnr/lnr_details.asp?themeid=1008916
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APPENDIX 2 
Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Drawing C115349-01-01 
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GENERAL LEGISLATION AND POLICY OVERVIEW 
 
This section provides an overview of the framework of legislation and policy which underpins nature 
conservation and is a material consideration in the planning process in England. 
 
CONSERVATION OF HABITATS AND SPECIES REGULATIONS 2010, AS AMENDED (HABITATS REGULATIONS 2010, AS 
AMENDED) 
The Habitats Regulations 2010 consolidate and update the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 
1994 and all its various amendments.  The Habitats Regulations 2010 are the principal means by which the 
EEC Council Directive 92/43 (The Habitats Directive) as amended is transposed into English and Welsh law.   
 
The Habitats Regulations 2010 place duty upon the relevant authority of government to identify sites which 
are of importance to the habitats and species listed in Annexes I and II of the Habitats Directive.  Those sites 
which meet the criteria are, in conjunction with the European Commission, designated as Sites of Community 
Importance, which are subsequently identified as Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) by the European 
Union member states. The regulations also place a duty upon the government to maintain a register of 
European protected sites designated as a result of EC Directive 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild 
Birds (The Birds Directive).  These sites are termed Special Protection Areas (SPA) and, in conjunction with 
SACs, form a network of sites known as Natura 2000.  The Habitats Directive introduces for the first time for 
protected areas, the precautionary principle; that is that projects can only be permitted having ascertained no 
adverse effect on the integrity of the site. Projects may still be permitted if there are no alternatives, and there 
are imperative reasons of overriding public interest. 
 
The Habitats Regulations 2010 also provide for the protection of individual species of fauna and flora of 
European conservation concern listed in Schedules 2 and 5 respectively. Schedule 2 includes species such 
as otter and great crested newt for which the UK population represents a significant proportion of the total 
European population. It is an offence to deliberately kill, injure, disturb or trade these species. Schedule 5 
plant species are protected from unlawful destruction, uprooting or trade under the regulations. 
 
The Habitats Regulations 2010 were amended in August 2012 to ensure clearer transposition of the 
provisions of Articles 2, 3, 4(4) (second sentence) and Article 10 of the Wild Birds Directive, by giving 
additional and specific duties to relevant bodies.  A number of amendments were also made to transpose 
more clearly certain elements of the Habitats Directive. 
 
THE WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT (WCA) 1981 (AS AMENDED) 
The WCA, as amended, consolidates and amends pre-existing national wildlife legislation in order to 
implement the Bern Convention and the Birds Directive. It complements the Conservation (Natural Habitats. 
&c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended), offering protection to a wider range of species. The Act also provides 
for the designation and protection of national conservation sites of value for their floral, faunal or geological 
features, termed Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs). 
 
Schedules of the act provide lists of protected species, both flora and fauna, and detail the possible offences 
that apply to these species. All relevant species specific legislation is detailed later in this Appendix. 
 
THE COUNTRYSIDE AND RIGHTS OF WAY (CROW) ACT 2000 
The CROW Act, introduced in England and Wales in 2000, amends and strengthens existing wildlife 
legislation detailed in the WCA. It places a duty on government departments and the National Assembly for 
Wales to have regard for biodiversity, and provides increased powers for the protection and maintenance of 
SSSIs.  
 
The Act also contains lists of habitats and species (Section 74) for which conservation measures should be 
promoted, in accordance with the recommendations of the Convention on Biological Diversity (Rio Earth 
Summit) 1992. 
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THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND RURAL COMMUNITIES (NERC) ACT 2006 
Section 40 of the NERC Act places a duty upon all local authorities and public bodies in England and Wales 
to promote and enhance biodiversity in all of their functions. Sections 41 (England) and 42 (Wales) list 
habitats and species of principal importance to the conservation of biodiversity. These lists supersede 
Section 74 of the CRoW Act 2000. These species and habitats are a material consideration in the planning 
process. 
 
THE HEDGEROW REGULATIONS 1997 
The Hedgerow Regulations make provision for the identification of important hedgerows which may not be 
removed without permission from the Local Planning Authority. 
 
UK BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN 
The United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP), first published in 1994 and updated in 2007, was a 
government initiative designed to implement the requirements of the Convention of Biological Diversity to 
conserve and enhance species and habitats. The UKBAP contained a list of priority habitats and species of 
conservation concern in the UK, and outlined biodiversity initiatives designed to enhance their conservation 
status. The priority habitats and species correlated with those listed on Section 41 and 42 of the NERC Act. 
 
The UK BAP required that conservation of biodiversity was addressed at a County level through the 
production of Local BAPs. These are complementary to the UKBAP, however are targeted towards species of 
conservation concern characteristic of each area. In addition, a number of local authorities and large 
organisations have produced their own BAPs. 
 
SPECIES AND HABITATS OF MATERIAL CONSIDERATION FOR PLANNING IN ENGLAND 
In 2011, the government published the ‘Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem 
services’ to replace the previous England Biodiversity Strategy.  In 2012 the UK BAP was itself replaced by 
the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework. 
 
Previous planning policy (and some supporting guidance which is still current, e.g. ODPM Circular 06/2005, 
now under revision), refers to UK BAP species as being a material consideration in the planning process.  
Equally many local plans refer to BAP priority habitats and species.  Both remain as material considerations 
in the planning process but such habitats and species are now described as Species and Habitats of 
Principal Importance for Conservation in England, or simply priority habitats and priority species under the UK 
Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework. The list of habitats and species remains unchanged and is still derived 
from Section 41 list of the Natural Environmental and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006. As was 
previously the case when it was a BAP priority species hen harrier continues to be regarded as a priority 
species although it does not appear on the Section 41 list. 
 
 
Planning Policy 
 
National Planning Policy Framework  
In early 2012, the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) replaced much previous planning policy 
guidance, including Planning Policy Statement 9: Biological and Geological Conservation.  The government 
circular 06/05: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation - Statutory Obligations and Their Impact within the 
Planning System, which accompanied PPS9, still remains valid.  A presumption towards sustainable 
development is at the heart of the NPPF.  This presumption does not apply however where developments 
require appropriate assessment under the Birds or Habitats Directives.   
 
Chapter 11, on conserving and enhancing the natural environment, sets out how the planning system should 
contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by minimising impacts on biodiversity and, 
where possible, provide net gains in biodiversity.  Opportunities to incorporate biodiversity gains into a 
development should be encouraged. 
 
If a proposed development would result in significant harm to the natural environment which cannot be 
avoided (through the use of an alternative site with less harmful impacts), mitigated or compensated for (as a 
last resort) then planning permission should be refused.   
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SPECIES SPECIFIC LEGISLATION 
 

This section contains a summary of legislation with relation to the species present or potentially present in the 
survey area. The reader should refer to the original legislation for definitive interpretation. 
 
BATS 
Bats and the places they use for shelter or protection (i.e. roosts) receive European protection under The 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010, as amended (Habitats Regulations 2010, as 
amended).  They receive further legal protection under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981, as 
amended.  This protection means that bats, and the places they use for shelter or protection, are capable of 
being a material consideration in the planning process. 
 
Regulation 41 of the Habitats Regulations 2010 (as amended), states that a person commits an offence if 
they: 
 

• deliberately capture, injure or kill a bat; 
• deliberately disturb bats; or 
• damage or destroy a bat roost (breeding site or resting place).   

 
Disturbance of animals includes in particular any disturbance which is likely to impair their ability to survive, to 
breed or reproduce, or to rear or nurture their young, or in the case of animals of a hibernating or migratory 
species, to hibernate or migrate; or to affect significantly the local distribution or abundance of the species to 
which they belong.   
 
It is an offence under the Habitats Regulations 2010 (as amended) for any person to have in his possession 
or control, to transport, to sell or exchange or to offer for sale, any live or dead bats, part of a bat or anything 
derived from bats, which has been unlawfully taken from the wild.   
 
Whilst broadly similar to the above legislation, the WCA 1981 (as amended) differs in the following ways: 

• Section 9(1) of the WCA makes it an offence to intentionally (rather than deliberately) kill, injure or 
take any protected species. 

• Section 9(4)(a) of the WCA makes it an offence to intentionally or recklessly* damage or destroy, or 
obstruct access to, any structure or place which a protected species uses for shelter or protection. 

• Section 9(4)(b) of the WCA makes it an offence to intentionally or recklessly* disturb any protected 
species while it is occupying a structure or place which it uses for shelter or protection.  

 
*Reckless offences were added by the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000.  
 
As bats re-use the same roosts (breeding site or resting place) after periods of vacancy, legal opinion is that 
roosts are protected whether or not bats are present.  
 
The following bat species are Species of Principal Importance for Nature Conservation in England: 
Barbastelle Bat Barbastella barbastellus, Bechstein’s Bat Myotis bechsteinii, Noctule Bat Nyctalus noctula, 
Soprano Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus, Brown Long-eared Bat Plecotus auritus, Greater Horseshoe Bat 
Rhinolophus ferrumequinum and Lesser Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus hipposideros.  
 
HEDGEHOG 
Hedgehogs receive some protection under Schedule 6 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended); this section of the Act lists animals which may not be killed or taken by certain methods, namely 
traps and nets, poisons, automatic weapons, electrical devices, smokes/gases and various others. Humane 
trapping for research purposes requires a licence. 
 
Hedgehogs are also a Species of Principal Importance for Nature Conservation in England which means they 
are capable of being a material consideration in the planning process.  
 
NESTING AND NEST BUILDING BIRDS  
Nesting and nest building birds are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act WCA 1981 (as 
amended). Some species (listed in Schedule 1 of the WCA) are protected by special penalties. 
Subject to the provisions of the act, if any person intentionally:  
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• kills, injures or takes any wild bird; 
• takes, damages or destroys the nest of any wild bird while that nest is in use or being built; or 
• takes or destroys an egg of any wild bird, 

he shall be guilty of an offence. 
 
‘Reckless’ offences with regard to the disturbance of nesting wild birds included in Schedule 1 of the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act were added by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. 
 
Several bird species are Species of Principal Importance for Nature Conservation in England. 
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